






 
 
Lecturer's Comments  
 
 
The subject appears to be fast, confusing and difficult.   To some extent that is all 
right.  I would actually prefer to be a little into the red-zone: slightly fast, slightly 
confusing and difficult = challenging?   But the levels are a bit on the high side. 
 
I understand the problem and will do my best to reduce these perceived levels, within 
the constraints imposed.  There is a syllabus to be got through in a finite time 
however, and Engineering leaves you (and me) with little spare time.   
 
I do know that a large number of Engineering students have survived the experience 
in the past. 
 
The analysis of Question 4 appears to be faulty: only 5/66 (8%)  of respondents 
expressed a negative view of the tutorials.  The remaining 92% seemed to think the 
tutorials were at least adequate. I think this is actually an excellent endorsement of the 
tutorials. 
 
A statistical comment on Question 5:  the given mean is meaningless, being the 
average of the coded response labels.  An estimate of the mean number of missed 
lectures (of those responding) is about 1.   
 
I can only agree that we need more time: for me to explain more and better; and to do 
more examples; and for you to have more time to learn. But we don't have that luxury.  
We must do the best we can with what we have.  
 
If you have time to read other texts, there is a list of satisfactory texts on page 0.2 of 
the subject notes. 
 
 
Ray Watson 
 
 




